
3-5-2 SYSTEM 
 

TACTICAL ARRANGEMENTS AND PLAYER 
FUNCTIONS 

 
(FORWARD BLOCK) 

 
• TWO FORWARDS SIDE BY SIDE RESPONSIBLE FOR THEIR SIDE 

OF THE FIELD. 
 
• FORWARDS MAY INTERCHANGE THEIR SIDES.  TRYING TO 

SPREAD AND PULL APART THE DEFENSE. 
 
• ONE FORWARD ALWAYS STAYS HIGH.  THIS IS TO OCCUPY 

TWO DEFENDERS AND READY TO GET ON THE END OF 
COUNTER ATTACKS. 

 
• ONE FORWARD STAYS UNDERNEATH.  THIS IS TO NARROW 

OPPONETNS DEFENDING SHAPE.  ALSO ACTS AS A WALL FOR 
HALFBAKCS COMING FROM BEHIND. 

 
• TWO FORWARDS ALWAYS STAYING 12 TO 15 YARDS APART 

(PAIRED TACTICS).   
• FORWARDS MAY STAY CENTRAL TO 

CONCENTRATE THE OPPONENTS DEFENSE. 
• FORWARDS MAY GO TO A FLANK TO PULL 

APART THE OPPONETS DEFENSE AND ALLOW 
ATTACKING OPTIONS DOWN CENTRAL PART 
OF ATTACKING THIRD. 


